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INCLUSIVE

Magsaysay awardee recalls
Baba’s words of wisdom

Shiladitya.Pandit
@timesgroup.com

Pume: On a stage in Kothrod,
where three Ramon Magsay-
say Award winners were pre-

sent, there were countless sto-
ries of inspiration, perspira-
tion and quite a bit of emotion
t00, as psychiatrist Bharat Vat-
wani was introduced by hisfiri-
ends and mentors Prakashand
Manda Amite,
Vatwani heads the Shradd-
ha Foundation, along with his ~ =l - i
wifie Smita, also a psychiatrist.  Ramon Magsaysay awardee Bharat Vatawani felicitated at the hands
Together, along with their of Prakash Amte
staff, they have picked up near-
Iy 7,000mentallyillpeoplefrom  strectdwellers, heandhiswife  Anandvan in a huge setup. He
the streets, treatedandhoused  have also adopted children  was the one who told me that I
them, and have also reimited  who had been orphaned,” he  must dream big and do more
them with their families, told the crowd. good because there is no end to
Amte introduced Varwani Vatwani, on the other it Solinvestedmy savings, my
asapersonwhoremindedhim  hand, credits the inspiration  wife sold or pawned her jewel-
of his father Baba Amtedueto  he received from Baba Amte  lery and weset Up a new centre
shared values and their aims. becanseof whichhisorganisa-  atKarjat. whereabout 120 to130
“My father studied the va- timisarespeciednameinthe  patients are treated now Baba
Iune of compassion in real life  fleld of mental health and re-  wanted toinavgurate the cent-

and studied many holy books
to find out what it means

habilitation. “T had a 20-bed
centre at Dahisar Then [ came

re but his il health kept him
from comine” he recoumted.




